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Balances as at 31st August 2020 

Current Account £12,956 
HYC Account  £5,925 
Deposit Account £48,003 

HSBC Account  £1704 
 Total  £68,588 
 

I am pleased to present our annual accounts along with this report, which you will have 

received in an emailed ‘pack’ this year, as our AGM is ‘virtual’. These are approved accounts 

for 2019-20, signed off by our Accountant for submission to the Charity Commission. Last 

year I decided to give some background to how this works and I feel I should do this 

annually, especially for the benefit of new members. The Independent Examiner looks at 

our accounts which consist of ten spreadsheets which we complete throughout the year, 

mirroring all actions in the bank accounts i.e. an income and payments spreadsheet for each 

of our accounts. The spreadsheets have a front- page summary according to codings used 

for income and payment entries. This information is used for the Independent Assessor to 

collate everything for the Charity Commission summary which you have as well as a report 

on the accounts to verify that the examination has been carried out in accordance with the 

directions of the Charity Commission. As a society we need to lodge this information within 

ten months of our year end, so for this year, the end of June 2021.  

This has, as we all know, been a bizarre year, and it has thrown up several financial 

challenges as well as the obvious ones around our purpose as a choir.  

Our March concert had to be cancelled at a couple of weeks’ notice and as at end of August, 

we had enjoyed Zoom rehearsals only. These results, therefore, reflect zoom rehearsals and 

one term’s concert last Christmas. Because the season was not able to run its usual course, 

there are many loose ends to carry over to next year. 

Firstly, though, to the accounts.  

Subscriptions You will see that we received £18,915 in subscriptions last year with a steady 

number of members, though slightly below our number the year before when we had 

£19,902 in subscriptions. We also received gift aid and friend donations and we ended the 

financial year with just under £1000 of surplus income after all expenditure, however there 

are some fees from this last year financial year which we have carried over into this year 

which I will tell you more about in a moment. 



We have in the past, had queries about the Sundry account and for clarity sundries are 

items not individually coded. These include Worldpay charges, Storage of our staging which 

is £1200 p.a. We purchased a piano frame to repair the base of our piano at d:two for £500. 

We also paid £2000 for our Christmas Party deposit.  This is coded to sundries. 

Similarly we have a sundry receipts which includes raffle money and ‘easyfundraising’. 

Though we did not have physical rehearsals during and after lockdown and we were 

enjoying zoom collaborations only, the society did incur other costs during the period. We 

aren’t tied into any contracts for rehearsal space or our MD’s fee however the trustees 

decided it is important to support all our professional musicians through this crisis and we 

continued to pay a retaining fee to help them through these chaotic times. 

The March Nelson Mass concert wasn’t able to take place and we incurred the usual fees 

through our contractual obligations to the orchestra, MDs, and we had to pay the soloists. 

The payment to Orpheus Sinfonia and soloists was deferred by arrangement as we had 

hoped to stage the concert later in the year and they agreed to carry the fee over to 

perform the programme at a later date. The summer concert we predicted would be 

unlikely to happen but we had planned to be perform the Nelson Mass concert in 

September 2020.  This too proved impossible owing to Covid-19 restrictions. Leaving detail 

aside, Orpheus Sinfonia performed as an instrumental only group at the band stand in Mill 

Meadows, which our leaving Chair, Susan, spoke about. The cost for this performance, now 

falls into our new 20-21 year which means we will start off with just over £4000 of costs 

when including Henley Theatre Services invoice for hire of P.A. system and musical 

furniture. 

Concert Tickets 

I would like to thank members and friends who have generously waived refunds for the 

tickets purchased for the Spring Concert. This generosity has helped our financial stability. 

Please can I also thank everyone here who has made donations to the HCS to all our 

‘friends’ and to Liz and Christine for looking after the ‘friends’ of the Society.  

Gift Aid 

Please can I remind tax paying members that Gift Aid is a tremendously valuable 

contribution to our funds. You qualify when you make a monetary donation or pay subs 

from your own funds if you have paid UK Income tax and / or Capital Gains Tax during that 

tax year. The amount of tax you pay needs to be at least equal to the value of Gift Aid. So if 

you receive taxed income and are unsure if you are registered with us for gift aid, please 

check with Arthur Weir. I believe we can go back 4 years retrospectively to reclaim gift aid. 

Reserves 

This year will be challenging financially. We had strong reserves of £40,000 to help us 

through this difficult period and that is why we had set the level of reserves; to protect the 

society in the long term. This was a policy (quite rightly) questioned last year by one or two 

members but I am sure you will all agree that, even without a crystal ball, it has been the 



right strategy. We are still unable to predict what will happen in the year or years ahead. 

While we are able to rehearse in small groups at the moment, we may face another 

lockdown as Covid cases continue to rise unabated. It is therefore very encouraging that so 

many members have paid their subscriptions for this year. This gives us a secure financial 

footing to operate this year. While taking prudent decisions about how money is spent, it 

enables us to continue to sing via zoom, singing lessons, and in small groups at d:two. Above 

all ensuring members have value for money and opportunities to continue to sing together 

in a variety of ways to suit personal circumstances. 

Shawcross Account 

With bank interest rates very low, i.e. 1% offered in our investment account this year, the 

trustees decided not to re-invest. Once locked in for a period of 12 months the return on 

investment would be very low and the money inaccessible. In the face of uncertain times it 

was decided best to be cautious and keep funds readily available. 

Thanks 

I would like to thank everyone who helps make my job as treasurer more manageable. 

Yolanda for her guidance … and patience. While Yolanda is stepping down as a trustee this 

year she has agreed to carry on helping me in a deputy treasurer role as needed. Thanks to 

Nigel for doing the banking and detailing who has paid what and when and to Arthur for 

doing the gift aid, and anyone who has given me support over the year not mentioned by 

name. Can I thank all the trustees for their support… Can I also thank Susan, our soon to be 

ex-chair on behalf of us all. Susan has worked tirelessly in her post and especially over these 

last few terms. It is a tribute to her, not only that we able to sing online but also keeping us 

in a safe environment while singing in small groups.  

Let us hope that we soon see an end to the uncertainty, worry and limitations caused by 

Covid and that we can perform again as a full choir in the not too distant future. 

Thank you.  


