
AGM –HYC Report 
 
As I did last year, I am going to start by introducing the ‘HYC team’ to everyone.  I am the Manager & 
Administrator for Henley Youth Choir.  I work very closely with our wonderful HYC committee, 
namely:  

- Jo Dickson who organises our volunteers’ rota & writes the agenda & minutes for our half-
termly meetings;  

- Wendy Hawkins is our HYC librarian & a volunteer at rehearsals;  
- Alfie Hay is also a volunteer at rehearsals & our HYC Juniors’ chief of projection;  
- Jan French & Maureen Smith are our other, wonderful HYC volunteers who often help the 

youngsters in rehearsals & chaperone them at their performances.    
 
Sally Clark is standing down from her role as HYC Treasurer & Melissa Maple has kindly offered to 
take over that position, working closely with Yolanda Goldthorpe & our new HCS Treasurer, Mark 
Turner.  A huge vote of thanks must be given to Sally Clark, her sterling work, keeping amongst other 
things the HYC budgets in check over the last 4 years.   
 
Many thanks to all of those mentioned for their voluntary hard work & support.  We really couldn’t do 
this without them!   
 
Obviously, a huge vote of thanks must be given to Peter Asprey (our Musical Director from Sept 2016 
– July 2018) & Anita d’Attellis (our accompanist) who have inspired our youngsters & always try to 
bring out the best in them.   
 
Last season, 2017-2018, was our fourth, very exciting & successful year for Henley Youth Choir.   
 
At Christmas, both HYC choirs joined forces with HCS again, at St. Mary’s church in Henley on 
Saturday 9th December for our afternoon & evening Christmas concerts. We were very excited to be 
joined by Onyx Brass on those occasions for a second year running. 
 
In the Spring term, Anita D’Attellis invited HYC to perform in one of her Winter recitals on Saturday 
24th February called ‘Bring on the Youth’ - in St. Mary-le-More church, a lovely venue in Wallingford. 
One of the highlights was hearing a medley of songs from ‘Joseph and the amazing technicolour 
dreamcoat’ performed by the joint HYC choir.   
 
Sadly, the other performance opportunity, which was going to be taking part in a singing competition 
in early March, as part of the Woodley Festival of Music & Drama, was unable to go ahead due to 
snow in the days leading up to it. 
 
This was followed, in the Summer term, by our 3rd return visit to the Henley Festival Family Sunday. 
Peter Asprey led an extremely fun & successful singing workshop in the Spiegeltent on Sunday 15th 
July including songs such as ‘Mamma mia’ by Abba, ‘Stand by me’ & a song from the hugely popular 
film ‘The Greatest Showman’ – ‘A Miliion Dreams’.   
 
This September, of course, HYC have gained a new Musical Director – Jessica Norton - which has 
meant that rehearsals have now moved to Thursdays early evening during term time.  Jessica is a 
conductor, composer and performer based in London & HYC are very excited & impressed by her 
enthusiastic start to this term.   
 
Peter & Jess have liaised & programmed the HYC contributions for the HCS Christmas concerts on 
Saturday 8

th
 December, where we will hear amongst other things the adult choir & 2 youth choirs 

coming together to sing ‘A Ceremony of Carols’ by Benjamin Britten.   
 
In the Spring term, we look forward to taking part in Henley Youth Festival again, having had a year’s 
break from it last Spring & finally, we are hoping to be invited back to Henley Festival 2019, however 
we haven’t yet had confirmation of this.   



 
HYC remains financially self-sufficient, using subs and generous donations from local charities, 
businesses and our own Henley Choral Society members who have given so generously. We would 
like to thank Arthur Weir &Yolanda Goldthorpe for preparing a Gift Aid claim to assist in our funding 
too. 
 
Thanks should also go to all the HCS Trustees for their support of HYC.  Firstly, many thanks to HCS 
Secretary, Nick Tuggey, who gave a lot of his time in the Summer term to ensure that HYC is GDPR 
compliant.  Secondly, thanks to Susan Edwards & Joanne Harris, who assisted greatly in editing the 
Safeguarding Policy for HYC. And finally, many thanks to Yolanda Goldthorpe who, although 
stepping down from her role as HCS Treasurer, is continuing to work to streamline the financial 
management processes with HYC to avoid duplication of effort and to maintain transparency 
 
Many thanks must also go to Cath Reynolds for her continuing help in updating the HYC information 
in a new tab on the HCS website.  Our Henley Youth Choir Facebook page has also been up & 
running for over a year now, so please can I ask you to go on & ‘like’ & ‘share’ us with your Facebook 
friends if you haven’t already.  It’s a great platform for communicating with our members & also 
publicising our existence & performances.   
 
Finally, this term, we have seen a reduction in the number of HYC Juniors mainly due to rehearsals 
changing to a Thursday afternoon/evening. However, our Seniors remain at a similar number to last 
year – that is 17 at the moment.  Membership of both groups fluctuates slightly from term to 
term. This obviously affects whether our subs continue to cover our core costs but this year with all 
the changes of MD and the switch of days, we made the decision to keep subs the same and to use 
the reserves we have if required. 
 
Please may I remind you that we are always open to youngsters coming along to trial either the 
Juniors or the Seniors so, if you would like to find out any more about the youth choirs or know of any 
youngsters who you think would like to join, then please don’t hesitate to come & have a chat with me 
or one of the other volunteers.   
 
Thank you.   
 
 
 


