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HENLEY CHORAL SOCIETY  
MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 

held on Monday, 26th June 2017 
at Cedarwood House, Nettlebed 

 
 
 
 
Attendance 
  
1. Meg Ashby (MA), Peter Asprey (PA). Felicity Bazell (FB), Emma Beasley (EB), Bernard 
Carter (BC), Paul Clayden (PC), Sue Edwards (SE) (Chairman), Jan French (JFr), Fi 
Harding (FH), Wendy Hawkins (WH), Yolanda Goldthorpe (YG), Catharina Reynolds 
(CR), Arthur Weir (AW). 
 
Apologies for absence: Joanne Harris, Jana Hutchins, Angela Law, Francis Piesse. 
 
Minutes 
 
2. The minutes of the meeting held on 27th June 2017 were accepted.  
 
Matters arising from the minutes 
 
3. Staging (minute 3): SE reported that Nick Richardson was making enquiries about a 
new location for the staging; an adjoining site might be available. It was noted that 
Henley Rugby Club would not be able to help.MA agreed to ask the owners of a large 
barn in Nettlebed if it might be available. JFr was investigating a possible site in Marlow. 
It was noted that the cost of the current site was about £1,550 p.a. 
 
4. Complaints procedure (minute 6): the revised complaints procedure was received. 
Committee members were invited to submit comments for consideration by the  
committee at its September meeting. 
 
5. Letter from choir member (minute 8): PC reported that he had received a further email 
from the member saying that no acknowledgement had been received to the earlier 
letter. It was agreed that PC should send a suitable acknowledgement with a copy of the 
minutes attached.  
 
Officers/trustees 
 
6.  The draft minutes of the officers/trustees meeting on 21st March were received. 
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Finance 
 
7. YG presented accounts to date, circulated with the agenda. She said that the summer 
concert had made a profit of about £400, as compared with a budgeted profit of £160.  
 
8. With regard to the fees for membership of the Henley Youth Choir, it was agreed that 
these should be as set out in YG’s report. FH said that there was an ‘early bird’ discount 
of 20% and bursaries for those whose parents could not afford the full fees. It was also 
agreed that the annual membership fee for HCS itself should remain unchanged at £130. 
 
9. It was agreed that the fees paid to PA and the DS should be increased by 10%.It was 
noted that SE was preparing a new contract for PA. 
 
Voice representatives’ reports 
 
10. MA reported that two sopranos were moving from the area and leaving the choir. 
 
11. BC reported the death of Philip Allison. The funeral would be at Reading 
Crematorium on 6th July. SE said she had sent a card and flowers on behalf of HCS. It 
was agreed to invite his widow, Nancy, to the HYC concert at the Henley Festival.  
 
12. It was agreed that a notice should go in Henley library asking for new members. FH 
agreed to prepare a library board. It was agreed that members should be encouraged to 
bring a partner and/or friends to the first rehearsal of the year in September.  
 
Calendar for 2017/18 
 
13. The draft calendar for 2017/18 was circulated with the agenda. It was agreed to hold 
the AGM on Monday, 9th October after the weekly rehearsal.  
 
14. It was agreed to hold a workshop in November or December. PA suggested Ken 
Burton to lead it. SE would write to him and offer 3 Saturdays. The booking of St. Mary’s 
for 8th December 2018 had not been confirmed by the church. 
 
15. It was suggested that the carol concert should start at 7 p.m. rather than  at 7.30 p.m. 
SE and FH would make enquiries. It has been suggested that the charitable collection at 
the concert should be for the Samaritans, but no formal approach from the organisation 
had been received.  
 
16. It was agreed that HCS should accept an invitation to visit to Falaise in May 2018, 
subject to there being enough support from members. They would be circulated, with 
responses sought by the end of July.   
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17. Following an invitation by the Mayor, Kellie Hinton, made at the summer concert, it 
was agreed to apply for a grant from Henley Town Council. SE and YG agreed to 
complete the application form. 
18. PA suggested that HCS might take part in the annual Brandenburg Festival in 
London, singing the programme for the March 2018 concert with the substitution of 
Mozart’s Requiem for Davide Penitente. It was agreed that this should take place, if at 
all,  in 2019. Members would be circulated in August/September for their views.  
 
Review of 2016/17 concerts 
 
19. PA said he was pleased with all the concerts; the choir had sung well. He had asked 
Onyx Brass if they would be available for the carol concert. It was agreed that Chaconne 
Brass should be approached in Onyx were not available. 
 
20. SE agreed to contact John Sursham about the safety aspects of stage building. 
 
21. EB said that the publicity agreement with Davis Tate was working well. It was agreed 
to continue with this and in particular with Davis Tate putting up the main posters.  
 
22. Thanks were expressed to Paddy Austin and Toni Arthur for their work in preparing 
the programme and getting advertisers.  
 
23. EB reported that Aspen Weatherburn (who runs Hello Henley) would help promote 
HCS on social media at a cost of £20 per day. It was agreed that she should be asked to 
make proposals for HCS.  
 
24. It was noted that s concert manager was being sought. 
 
Membership 
 
25. WH said that there was no waiting list at present. It was agreed that returning 
members should be required to apply for membership in the usual way. 
 
Committee members 
 
26. SE said that the Secretary had resigned after the concert. A replacement was being 
urgently sought.  
 
27. It was agreed that the postal addresses of committee members should be removed 
from the website. Email addresses and telephone numbers would remain unless the 
committee member wished for their removal. 
 
Draft risk assessment 
 
28. The draft risk assessment was accepted. 
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Friends of HCS 
 
27. It was agreed that members should be asked to seek new Friends. A recruitment 
leaflet is available. 
 
Henley Youth Choir 
 
28. FH said that the HYC would be performing st the Henley Festival on 9th July. 
Members had been circulated. A work by a member of HYC was being recorded on 
Monday, 2nd July. It was agreed to get in touch with the features editor of the Henley 
Standard to arrange publicity.  
 
Communication with members 
 
29. It was agreed that sectional reps should circulate details of the proposed Falaise trip 
and the need for a new secretary to section members. 
 
30. It was agreed to circulate the programme for the year, including the prospective 
Falaise date. 
 
31. The committee thanked SE for all her work as chairman. 
 
Next meeting 
 
32.  Thursday, 21st September 2017 at a venue to be announced. 
 
 


